
Meet Our New Pastor, Bruce Case
Parkway Heights is excited to welcome our new lead 
pastor, Rev. Bruce Case, to our church family at the end 
of June. Bruce’s first Sunday with us will be July 2, at a 
combined worship service at 10 a.m. in Founders Hall.

Although Bruce will be new to Parkway Heights, he is no 
stranger to Hattiesburg. Bruce was the pastor of Court 
Street UMC in Downtown Hattiesburg for five years 
before serving at Parkway Hills in Madison, where he is 
currently. Before Court Street, Bruce was a pastor in the 
Alaska Missionary Conference and expanded Christ First 
UMC of Wasilla, AK into Palmer, AK. He has also served as 
a youth minister and associate pastor in Meridian.

Bruce grew up in Brookhaven and was active at 
Brookhaven First United Methodist Church. He graduated 
from Brookhaven High School and Mississippi State 
University. He received his Master of Divinity from Duke 
Divinity School in 1997.

Bruce originally planned to become a golf professional 
at a country club, but, ironically, he didn’t like working 
on Sundays! (Bruce acknowledges that God has a great 
sense of humor!) After college, while working at McLane 
Distribution Center, Bruce felt the strong pull to serve 
in the church, and that’s when he decided to attend 
seminary and answer the call to full-time ministry. 

“It dawned on me one day that this was where I loved 
to be,” he said. “Serving the church was life-giving and 
exciting. I discovered that the church was a place where 
people came to ask life’s most important questions, 

to draw love, 
accountability 
and support 
from each other. 
Church was 
where people 
connected with 
God!” 

He added, 
“Wesley’s 

emphasis on grace, 
accountability groups and 
actually participating in 
your faith as a way of life 
took on new meaning to 
me.”

Bruce expresses his 
gratitude to get to do what 
he does as a pastor. 

“I enjoy building relationships with people. I love to 
preach and teach. I love the challenge of building 
networks of people in the church to do things that 
couldn’t possibly be done by any one person. I get 
great joy out of seeing people find their purpose and 
calling in life. And there’s nothing like seeing someone 
being transformed by the good news of Jesus Christ 
and His body, the Church. It’s also fun to see how an 
inspired church can impact the community and build 
connections both across the street and across the world.”

Bruce and his wife, Jen, who will be working as a teacher 
at Oak Grove Upper Elementary School, have been 
married for 20 years. They have two children—Tripp, 
who recently completed his first year at Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College as a scholarship tennis player, and 
Susannah, who will be attending Oak Grove High School 
as a freshman.

The Cases love to read, travel and play games and sports, 
such as tennis and golf. Bruce also enjoys singing, playing 
the guitar and hiking. He has already hiked on the 
Appalachian Trail and hopes to someday hike at Big Bend 
National Park.

We are so happy to have Bruce and his family join us, and 
he is anxious as well. 

“I look forward to working collaboratively with our staff 
and with our lay leaders to discern with each other 
what God’s ‘next’ is for us. And I’m eager to jump in and 
learn as much as I can about the journey and history of 
Parkway Heights. I’m just honored and thankful for the 
opportunity to build on what God has done through the 
people at Parkway Heights.”

Rev. Bruce Case

Tripp, Jen, Susannah and Bruce Case
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Thank You, Buford!
One of Parkway Heights’ most beloved family members, Buford Chapman, has retired from Parkway Heights after almost 
FIVE decades of service! Buford began working at Parkway Heights in May 1974 on a part-time basis, assisting his step-
father, Bill Jenkins. In 1982, his stepfather retired, and Buford’s brother Robert Earl Chapman began sharing the janitorial 
duties. Robert Earl’s wife, Dot, also worked at Parkway Heights for some time. The Chapman family has been intertwined 
with Parkway Heights for a very long time.

Buford was the oldest in a family of 14 children! He and his late wife, Ruth, 
who passed away in 2015, have three daughters, six grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. Buford has been a longtime, active member of Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church.

In the past several months, Buford has unfortunately faced some health setbacks. 
He also sadly lost his house as a result of the January 2017 tornado that destroyed 
much of Hattiesburg. He is currently living in Clinton with his daughter as he 
undergoes physical therapy. Parkway Heights was heartbroken to lose Buford 
as our custodian after he loyally served our congregation for so many years. Our 
Parkway Heights members think of Buford as family, and some have shared their 
favorite memories of him.

When we came to Parkway Heights in 1976, Buford was there. Over the years, his job grew as the church facility grew. He remained 
faithful, keeping things clean and everything set up, even if it meant that he came to work at 3 a.m. One of the greatest privileges 
I had was having Buford travel with our Parkway Heights group to the Holy Land in 2000. Hearing his beautiful voice raised in 
praise in an ancient cathedral is one of my treasured memories. Buford and his family are precious friends to Parkway Heights. I am 
grateful that he shared his humor, his faith and his love with all of us for so many years. 

- Debra Topp

In the old buildings, we would occasionally find Buford asleep in the Fireside Room or the kitchen or the office off of the kitchen. He 
was working at Hercules at night and then would come to the church to clean and do setups. Sometimes his “breaks” were lengthy 
naps... I had the privilege of traveling to Israel with Buford in 2000. The church gifted him with the trip as a thank you for 25 years of 
service to Parkway Heights. Any time we weren’t actively learning or walking around a site, Buford was asleep. The man can sleep 
anywhere! I also remember Buford singing “Were You There?” in one of the churches in Jerusalem. It is still my favorite memory of 
the trip. His deep resonant voice echoed off the stone walls, filling every inch with the words of the song... Above all, I remember 
Buford’s commitment. He was always there—always smiling, always willing to do what needed to be done. And he always did 
more than his job required. I’m thankful for Buford’s smile, his presence and his gift to the life of Parkway Heights.

- Eddie Rester

When I hear the name “Buford,” I immediately think “friend.” We worked at Parkway 
Heights together from 1981 until I retired in 2005. Of course, we continued our 
friendship after that, just not on a daily basis. Included in that circle of friendship 
were his wife, Ruth, his brother Robert Earl and his sister-in-law Dot. I have watched 
his girls grow up and then the grandchildren. They love their Pawpaw.

Before the church facility was enlarged, Buford was in charge of everything...
cleaning, setting up for meetings, buying supplies, always making the tea and 

Buford and his brother Robert Earl in 1984

Buford and former Parkway Heights pastor Eddie
Rester on the church’s trip to the Holy Land in 2000.continued on following page...
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coffee, etc. On any given Sunday around 
2 a.m., you might find the whole family 
here preparing the church for worship.  
The police checked in from time to time 
and woke up John Ed Thomas more 
than a few times to see if the Chapmans 
were supposed to be there.

Buford’s “real job” was at Hercules, 
where he worked on shifts. When he 
worked the night shift, or “the dog” as 
he called it, he would come straight to 
the church with his breakfast in hand. 
We didn’t have cell phones then, so we 
had to call him on the kitchen line if we 
needed him. More than likely, John Ed 
would go looking for him in some of his 
favorite “hiding places.” He only needed 
a few minutes to catch a few zzz’s before 
getting to work.

Buford knows more things about 
PHUMC than most people...doesn’t 
mean he will ever “tell all.” When they 
were preparing the east side of the 
property for the new parking lot, they 
dug up rocks and concrete and had to 
remove the pile. Buford said, “I could 
have told them that when they tore 

Dr. Ben Waddle Honored at William Carey
On April 28, William Carey University held a 
dedication ceremony for the new Ben Waddle 
Sports Facility and the William Carey track. The 
new facility was named after Parkway Heights 
member Dr. Benjamin Waddle, who began his 
career at William Carey College in 1967. Over the 
past 50 years, Ben has served as health and physical 
education department chair and athletic director, 
and today he continues to teach in the health, 
physical education and recreation department.

Parkway Heights would like to congratulate Ben for 
this tremendous honor. We are proud of your many 
years of dedication!

Dr. Ben Waddle with his son, 
Benny, daughter-in-law, Pam, and 
grandson, Benjamin

Pray for Will Ford 
On May 28, our 
congregation 
prayed over 
Will Ford, who 
is spending his 
summer bicy-
cling across 
America to 
raise funds and 
awareness for 
people with 
disabilities. Please be in prayer for Will 
and his friends on this journey. Follow 
his trip at facebook.com/willfordJOH.

Will Ford spoke  about the 
Journey of Hope.

Thank You, Buford, continued down the Hemeter house. They just 
pushed all of the foundation in a big 
hole and covered it up.”

He also knows who threw what away 
when cleaning out storage places, 
which youth took the blue goose van 
on an unauthorized joy ride and other 
mishaps at youth lock-ins that will not 
be mentioned. He could write a book!

One of my favorite “Buford stories” 
happened one night at Hercules when 
he was on the midnight shift. He had 
knelt down to catch a few zzz’s and with 
his head still down, he sensed someone 
standing beside him. He opened his eyes 
and saw a pair of brown shoes in front 
of him. He knew he was in trouble, but 
quick-thinking Buford just said, “Amen” 
and stood up.

Buford has been a loyal, dependable, 
hard-working member of the PHUMC 
staff/family. Most of all, I am blessed to 
call him “friend.”

- Diane Thomas

As it’s easy to see, the recurring theme 
when describing Buford is hard-

working, loyal and friend. One past 
Early Encounters teacher also shared 
a story about how Buford—with 
his usual calm demeanor—saved a 
preschool child who was choking!

Due to Buford’s health, we were 
unfortunately unable to hold a 
retirement reception for him as 
originally planned. However, if you 
would like to send a gift to Buford, 
you may bring it to the Church Office. 
We also encourage you to write a 
note to him. If you need a card, some 
are provided in the Atrium.

Our hearts are heavy to no longer 
have Buford on our staff. There are 
simply not enough words to express 
our appreciation and love to him.

Buford in 2013
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A Message from Willie Macko
Dear Friends and Fellow Members,

We hope that this note finds you well and enjoying 
the beautiful weather.  It is a wonderful time of 
the year as we watch the beauty of God’s creation 
come to life in an array of colors.

The purpose of this note is twofold.  We want to 
thank you for your faithful service and giving to the 
ministries of Parkway Heights United Methodist 
Church.  Because of your commitment, we are able 
to share the message of God’s love, through word 
and deed, to our community and world.

The second purpose is to remind you that while 
summer offers great opportunity for vacations, 
trips to the beach, etc., it is a time in which the 
church usually sees a decline in giving and atten-
dance due to the above. Please make sure you are 
current in your giving.  Our giving is a thankful re-
sponse unto God for His blessings and a practice in 
being good stewards of all that we have received.  

The staff has done a wonderful job in keeping 
spending below budget thus far in 2017.  As we 
gear up for the last part of the year, we will see 
spending increase due to preparations being made 
for new classes, new studies, etc.  Currently, we 
are running a little behind budget, and this is an 
area that we cannot afford to be behind in going 
into the summer.  What can you do?   Again, check 
your giving and make sure you are current in your 
pledge.  You may call the office and ask Amanda 
to assist you in this if needed. Our new pastor, Rev. 
Bruce Case, will be with us soon, and it would be 
nice to be on budget when he arrives.

Again, thank you for your support and all that you 
do to make Parkway Heights UMC a wonderful 
place to worship and a great church family to be a 
part of.

Willie Macko
Chairperson, Committee on Finance

Summer of Refreshment
Even though school is out and vacations are planned, 
that doesn’t mean the summer will necessarily be 
refreshing to your faith. Summer of Refreshment is about 
being intentional to nurture your relationship with God 
through regular times of prayer and reflection. Using an 
online community (search Summer of Refreshment on 
Facebook and @RefreshSummer on Twitter), we’ll suggest 
resources such as devotional books and online blogs to 
help you set your minds and focus on God.

How do I begin a Summer of Refreshment?

• Decide on a time when you can have about 15 or so 
minutes of solitude or relative quiet for reading and 
prayer.

• Decide how many days during your week you can 
commit to this time. (seven days, five days, three days?)

• Find a comfortable place to spend your time.

• Choose a devotional guide to aid you or just spend that 
time in quiet with God. 

• You may also choose to have a journal handy to write 
down insights that come to you, Scripture references, 
questions or prayers.

• Set an alarm to remind you about your new habit.

• Enjoy your time and extend as necessary!

If you have other suggestions, feel free to post them 
on the Summer of Refreshment Facebook page, tweet 
@RefreshSummer or email Susan at susaneaton@
parkwayheights.org.
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Stephen Ministry Update
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6.2

Parkway Heights is beginning a great ministry that will deepen and expand the 
person-to-person caregiving capacity of our congregation: Stephen Ministry.

Stephen Ministry is a way for our congregation to train and mobilize members to provide Christ-centered care and support 
to people experiencing many different kinds of life difficulties, including grief, divorce, cancer, unemployment, a spiritual 
crisis and other challenges. There will be two opportunities on Wednesday, Aug. 2 for you to learn more about how you can 
be involved in Stephen Ministry. We’ll meet in Room 306A from noon-1 p.m. and again from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Feel free to bring 
your lunch or dinner to eat during those times. For questions or more information, contact Julie Collins.

You’re Invited to Join a NEW Monday Lunch Group
Want to join some friends for a quick lunch and great 
conversation each week?

Starting Monday, June 19, you are invited to stop by the 
Upper Room (the new youth room on the second floor) to 
watch MYTHOS by Joseph Campbell. Several people will 
be watching and discussing this DVD series each Monday 
from noon until 1:15 p.m. Come and go as you are able, 
and please bring your own lunch.

During the final years of his life, Joseph Campbell embarked on a speaking tour in 
which he drew together all that he had learned about what he called the “one great 
story” of humanity. MYTHOS is a series of 15 videos that take an intriguing look at the 
Mystic tradition, both East and West.

This new group is sponsored by Illuman, but EVERYONE is welcome to take part - 
women and men! What better way to start your week and improve your Mondays?!

Our Newest Blessings

On May 28, Melissa and Brian Thompson 
presented their daughters, Aubrey and Eli-
za, for baptism. We are happy to welcome 
these little ones into the body of Christ.

We were blessed with the infant bap-
tism of Daniel Henry Tingstrom V, son of 
Hannah Archer and Danny Tingstrom and 
grandson of Paige Kennedy, on June 4.

PLEASE NOTE:

We will only have ONE 
combined worship
service on Sunday,
July 2 at 10 a.m. in

Founders Hall. This will
be Bruce Case’s first
Sunday with us at
Parkway Heights.
We hope you’ll be 
there to welcome 

Bruce and his family.

ChurCh CounCil

Meeting

Monday, July 10
5:30 p.M.

youth Chapel

Everyone is welcome to 
attend; however, only council 

members may vote.



older adults

Wesley Club Summer 
Meetings
On Thursday, June 
15, Wesley Club 
will feature the 
Parkway Heights 
Arts Academy. 
We’ll hear from 
music students of 
Diane Dobson and 
Jennifer Bruton. The meal will be pro-
vided by the Sally Bevill UMW Circle.

Our annual potluck meal will be held 
Thursday, July 20! The church will 
provide meat and bread. Everyone 
is invited to bring their favorite side 
dish or dessert to share. There will 
be no charge for lunch on this day. 
Following lunch, we’ll enjoy fellowship 
together.

Wesley Club meets on the third Thurs-
day of each month from 11:45 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. in Founders Hall. Everyone 
over the age of 55 is welcome. If you 
have never been contacted by a Wes-
ley Club caller and are interested in at-
tending, please call the Church Office 
at 601.544.7873 to make a reservation. 
Lunch is $7/person. If you have any 
other questions about Wesley Club, 
please contact President Helen Moss 
or staff member Julie Collins.

Transportation is provided to 
Sunday School and 11 a.m. wor-
ship each week for those unable to 
drive. If you need assistance and 
would like someone to pick you 
up for church on Sunday morn-
ings, please call the Church Office 
at 601.544.7873 or contact Julie 
Collins.

Sunday Morning Transportation
We depend on many loyal volun-
teers to serve as Sunday drivers 
and help our older and home-
bound members. If you would 
like to volunteer as a driver on a 
rotating schedule (using your own 
vehicle), please contact Julie Col-
lins at 601.544.7873 or juliecollins@
parkwayheights.org. Thank you!

Registration Now Open for Senior Adult VBS
Registration is now open for the third annual Senior Adult Vacation Bible 
School! Living the Greatest Commandment: Learning to Live Loved will be led 
by Guest Speaker Rev. Steve Casteel of Heritage United Methodist Church.

Senior Adult VBS will take place Monday, Aug. 21 through Wednesday, 
Aug. 23 in Founders Hall at Parkway Heights from 10 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. 
each day. Senior Adult VBS is FREE; however, lunch will be available, and if 
you plan to eat lunch, the cost of lunch is $10 each day.

Registration brochures are located in the information nooks in the Atrium 
and at the Welcome Desk. You can also register on our website at www.
parkwayheights.org. The registration deadline is Aug. 13.

This event is once again hosted by Main Street UMC, Parkway Heights UMC 
and Purvis UMC. For more information, contact Julie Collins.

Special ThankS To Dr. linDSey lewiS for leaDing Two SeSSionS of 
our Senior healTh SerieS in March anD May. BoTh SeMinarS were 

enlighTening anD helpful To all in aTTenDance!

New Older Adult
Ministry Logo
Be on the 
lookout for 
this new 
Older Adult 
Ministry 
logo! We’ll be 
using it soon! 



July Communion Offering
Our July communion offering collected on Sunday, July 
2 will go toward missionary support. Your offering that 
day will provide aid for designated local missions, such 
as Edwards Street Fellowship Center, Fieldhouse for 
the Homeless, Breadbasket and the Woodley Elemen-
tary School and Hattiesburg High School partnerships. 

Thank you for your generous support!

outreach
Concert to Benefit R3SM 
On Friday, June 16 at 7 p.m., Heritage UMC is hosting a 
benefit concert to aid low-income victims in the Pine Belt 
area who lost their homes and possessions due to the 
tornado of Jan. 21. The concert will feature two of gospel 
music’s most awarded groups, THE HOPPERS and GOLD 
CITY QUARTET. All proceeds from this concert will go to 
R3SM, the local organization coordinating the long-term 
recovery for tornado victims in Hattiesburg, Petal and the 
surrounding area.

 Tickets for this event are on sale now and may be pur-
chased by phone at 601.261.3354, by mail at Heritage 
UMC, 3 Baracuda Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402 or online 
at heritage-umc.org. Tickets may also be purchased in 
person at the Heritage UMC office (Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.–5 
p.m.) or at the LifeWay Christian Store in Hattiesburg.

Ticket prices are $30 for Artist Circle seats (closest to 
stage) and $20 for general admission. Children 10 and 
under are free when accompanied by a paid adult admis-
sion (general admission seating only).

Honduras Mission 
Blessing
Parkway Heights sent a village 
mission team with Baptist Medical 
and Dental Mission International 
to Honduras on June 3. At left, 
Warren Hood received a blessing 
on behalf of the team.

Use AmazonSmile to Help Rice and Beans Ministries
Did you know...
You can select Rice and Beans Ministries as a designated charity to support each time you 
make a purchase on Amazon? It’s a simple, free way to help out this great ministry in Costa 
Rica that Parkway Heights has supported over the years. Instead of visiting amazon.com for 
your shopping, visit smile.amazon.com instead! It’s the same Amazon and the same shop-
ping options, but Amazon will donate a percentage each time you shop! Check it out!

Volunteers worked on food bags for 
Rice & Beans Ministries.

Imagine No Malaria
It is not too late to make a donation 
for Imagine No Malaria, supported 
by the Mississippi United Methodist 
Conference. This movement aims to 
reduce malaria deaths in sub-Saharan 
Africa by purchasing mosquito nets, 
improving sanitation and providing 
other resources. To contribute to this 
cause, designate Imagine No Malaria 
on your check. Thanks!

Woodley Elementary School Field Day

Heather Little-Hurst painted faces at 
the Woodley Elementary Field Day on 
May 19.

Sarah Grace Arrington and Nellie 
Arrington played games with the 
students at Field Day.



youth

Youth Calendar 
June 11 - SN@P @ Riley Morris’ 
   house, 5-7:30 p.m.   
June 14 - Fun Night @ Ellisville 
   LaserZone, 6-9 p.m.
June 18 - NO SN@P
June 18-23 - SOS Mission Trip
June 21 - #PHLoveLocal @ 
   Edwards Street, time TBA
June 25 - SN@P @ PHUMC, 
   5:30-7:30 p.m.
June 28 - Fun Night @ TBD, 
   5:30-7:30 p.m.
July 2 - NO SN@P
July 5-9 - BaseCamp Mission 
   @ USM
July 12 - Okatoma River Trip, 
   11 a.m.-5 p.m.
July 16 - NO SN@P
July 23 - SN@P at Jackson 
  Ford’s house, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
July 30 - NO SN@P
Aug. 6 - NO SN@P
Aug. 13 - Back-to-School 
   SN@P, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

New PHUMC T-Shirts
New Parkway Heights T-shirts are 
available for $10 each. Place your 
order online at http://bit.ly/PHshirtPAY. 
When you are out and about this 
summer in your shirt—showing love 
to Hattiesburg—share your pics on 
social media with #PHLoveLocal. Five 
colors are available.

Team5:1 Senior Sunday
Parkway Heights honored our gradu-
ating high school seniors with a spe-

cial service and BBQ picnic on Sunday, 
May 7. Please continue to keep these 
young people in your prayers as they 
make this important transition in life.

Reese Tisdale Earns Eagle Scout Rank
Congratulations to Reese Tisdale, who completed the requirements for his Eagle 
Scout rank in December 2016 and had his Court of Honor ceremony in April. 
Reese is the son of J.T. and Heather Tisdale and will be a freshman at Presbyterian 
Christian School this fall. 

Reese has been active in Scouting since he was in 
first grade, where he was involved in Pack 11 at First 
Presbyterian Church. After that pack dissolved, he 
joined Troop 93 at Parkway Heights. Matt Largen has 
been Reese’s Scoutmaster, and his father has always 
been one of his leaders as well. 

Way to go, Reese! Your church family is proud of you!
David Phillips and Reese Tisdale’s 
Eagle Scout ceremony

Five of our six graduating seniors were able to 
take part in Senior Sunday on May 7.

Kids at the Senior Sunday picnic enjoyed fun 
games. Patrick Yowell and Caroline Yates

competed in a water relay race.

HHS Partnership

Parkway Heights 
provided pizza for 
the Hattiesburg High 
School band, which 
performed at Live @ 
Five on April 28.

We were happy 
to host a  teacher 

appreciation 
lunch at HHS on 

May 3. 

Wes Ingram  built relation-
ships with the Tiger Pack at 
HHS this past semester.



youth & children

Camp Wesley Pines Free Day Fun
On April 29, a group of children and adults enjoyed a day of outdoor fun and 
fellowship at Camp Wesley Pines “Free Day.” Children and adults alike enjoyed 
archery, high ropes adventures, canoeing, chainsaw sculpture and homemade 
ice cream! If you see Katie Ingram, Kendall Ingram and Cela Batson, be sure to 
ask them about their canoeing adventure!

Youth
Happenings

Greg Maurer led a small group
discussion at a SN@P in May.

Graham Gill received the traditional 
pie in the face for his last SN@P as a 
high school senior.

The youth enjoyed a fun time at the 
lake for the end-of-the-year party.

Forty-five youth and adults went
on the annual Kidnap Retreat to
welcome the seventh graders into
our youth group.

Youth Minister Wes Ingram and his 
past and current youth interns rafted 
together during the recent Kidnap 
Retreat.

Kendall Ingram, Lesley Ellison, Cela Batson and 
Amy Batson canoed the lake together.

These girls were tired after a full day of fun
summer camp activities.

Pentecost Sunday
Our children celebrated God’s pres-
ence and power with us by partici-
pating in a Pentecost processional on 
June 4. Acolytes served by passing 
out crepe paper stoles to congregants 
as they arrived for worship.

Since Pentecost is considered the 
birthday of the Church, the children 
also enjoyed birthday cake together 
during Sunday School. 

The 2-year-old 
and 3-year-old 
Sunday School 
classes made 
Pentecost hats to 
celebrate!



It’s Time for Maker Fun Factory VBS!
Maker Fun Factory has finally arrived! On June 12-15, children, youth 
and adults will gather from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. to learn 
about and celebrate our Creator! Please pray 
for our children and leaders as we engage 
in a week of sharing and learning about 
God’s great love for us. It’s going to be a 
great week!

children

Loft Mission Trip
Rising fifth through seventh graders will embark on the biannual Loft 

mission trip from June 23 to June 25.  This year we will return to the 
Methodist Children’s Home in Jackson, where we will be participating 

in service projects on campus. This trip serves as a first mission trip 
experience for many of our children, and it’s a great way for them to

be introduced to what it means to truly serve others.

Our Loft children will be also delivering the “family fun night” boxes 
that you helped us make!  Please be in prayer for the children and 

adults during this outreach experience.

Acolyte Recognition
Parkway acolytes serve during the 11 
a.m. worship service by carrying the 
“light of Christ” into the Sanctuary and 
assisting with the offering. At the end 
of the service, they carry the light out 
of the Sanctuary, symbolically sharing 
Christ’s light and love with the world 
around us.

On May 21 we celebrated the acolytes 
who served during the 2016-2017 
school year. They are Connor Batson, 
Cannon Callaway, Mary Carter 
Callaway, Madeline Carter, Claire 
Christensen, Liam Cochran, Rachel 
Eaton, Henry Ellison, Avery Fuller, 
James Fuller, John Stewart Hrom, 
Carter Hughes, Laura Kate Hrom, 
Hallie Ingram, El McMillan, Caroline 
Morris, Izzy Reed, Mattie Roberts, 
Elijah Sellers, Kara Sellers, Samantha 
Sisemore, Kallie Speed, Cheyenne 
Thiel and Grayson Tisdale. Thank you 
for serving, acolytes!

Camp Wesley Pines
You still have time to register your 
child for Camp Wesley Pines. Parkway 
Heights will coordinate transportation 
for children entering first through 
third grades for the June 25-28 camp 
and for children entering fourth 
through sixth grades for the July 
10-14 camp. Register at wesleypines.
com at least two weeks prior to 
camp. Scholarships are available; 
contact Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org for more 
information.

Help Us Help Methodist Children’s 
Homes of Mississippi
For our VBS mission this year, we are supporting 
Methodist Children’s Homes of Mississippi. Our 
children are making “family fun boxes” for foster 
families, and we need your help with donations for 
the boxes. Suggested items are microwave popcorn, 
family movies, movie candy, card games, small board 
games, etc. Please return donations by Sunday, June 
18. Our Loft children will deliver the boxes during 
their mission trip later in June.

This special display in the Narthex 
explains more about Methodist 
Children’s Homes of Mississippi.



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,
 
Your generous support of the min-
istries of Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center touches lives in our communi-
ty every day.

For the single mother trying to feed 
her children and the middle-aged 
man hearing a diagnosis of high 
blood pressure, you are providing 
hope. For the elementary-aged boy 
thriving in the structure of Boy Scouts 
and the financially strapped family 
shopping for affordable children’s 
clothing and shoes, you are delivering 
security. For the senior adult ladies 
gathering at weekly Bible studies, you 
are offering connection. 

For everyone who walks through our 
doors, you are shining the light of 
God’s love.
 
Thank you and God bless you!

Ann McCullen, director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Rev. McKnight,
 
Thank you for hosting us for an amaz-
ing dinner this spring! Our team en-
joyed it so much - especially the trivia! 
We are so grateful for your generosity.

To the Top,
Erika Brennan
USM Women’s Golf Teamr

Thanks for the awesome lunch, the 
great gift bag and more importantly, 
the great showing of love and prayer 
and support! 

Ronald Walker, instructor
Physical Science & Biology
Hattiesburg High School

Thank you so much, Parkway Heights 
United Methodist Church! The HHS 
faculty enjoyed our Qdoba taco and 
nacho bar, desserts, sweet tea, flowers 
and other treats! You guys rocked 
Teacher Appreciation Week!

Christie Daniels,
testing coordinator and librarian
Hattiesburg High School

PHUMC Finances 
 
April 2017 
Income                              $112,744 
Expenses                           $132,339 
Net                                     $(19,595) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income                              $457,181 
Expenses                           $495,347 
Net                                     $(38,166) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income           $533,667 
Actual Income                 $457,181 
Budget Deficit                    $76,486

Prayer Concerns 

Bob and Frances Burris, Noelle 
Carter, Buford Chapman, Lorene 
Deen, Charles Everitt, Anne-
Marie Haigler, Floanne Kersh, 
Frances McCrory, Mary Frances 
Morris, Tom Richardson, Landa 
Ryan and Emily Shepard

Sympathy To
- Gail Roberts, on the death of 
her brother, Dale Lee Creager 
- Clair Speed, on the death of her 
grandfather, Joe Hayes

Welcome, New Member!
Parkway Heights is happy to welcome 
our newest member, Barbara Allen, 
who officially joined our congregation 
on Sunday, June 4. When you see 
Barbara, please let her know how glad 
we are to have her with us!

Barbara Allen

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

• JUNE 12-15 - VBS

• JUNE 15 - WeSley CluB

• JUNE 18 - FieldhouSe For the 
hoMeleSS WorShip

• JULY 2 - one CoMBined WorShip 
SerViCe in FounderS hall / BruCe 
CaSe’S FirSt Sunday at phuMC

• JULY 10 - ChurCh CounCil 
Meeting, 5:30 p.M.

• JULY 16 - FieldhouSe For the    
       hoMeleSS WorShip

• JULY 20 - WeSley CluB

• aUG. 16 - MiSSionFeSt

• aug. 30 - W@p talent ShoW



Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

Our mission: “To invite, 
connect, equip and send 

people for Christ”

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

Have you considered 
Parkway Heights 
in your Last Will 
and Testament or 
otherwise in your 

estate plan?


